Summer Reading 2011

Excellent analytical and reading comprehension skills are essential if you want to do well in your classes next year. These skills will also help you do well on the S.A.T.’s, and in college. 

Furthermore, one of the best ways to improve your writing is to do more reading. To this end, all students must complete the required readings and math this summer. In addition, you must complete the journal activities for each book.

You will be required to read the following 2 books:

1.) Reit, Seymour. Behind Rebel Lines: The Incredible Story of Emma Edmonds, Civil War Spy. 1st Gulliver Books pbk. Ed. San Diego : Harcourt, 2001 c1988. Recounts the story of Emma Edmonds, the Canadian-born woman who disguised herself as a man and slipped behind the Confederate lines to spy for the Union Army.

2.) Rinaldi, Ann. Sarah’s Ground.1st ed. New York: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, c2004. In 1861, 18 year old Sarah Tracy, from New York state, comes to work at Mount Vernon, the historic Virginia home of George Washington, where she tries to protect the safety and neutrality of the site during the Civil War, and where she encounters her future husband, Upton Herbert. 

You must also read 3 books of your choice, for a total of 5 books read over the summer. For the 2 required books, you will be required to write a book report after you finish the book.

Use the following format for the 2 required book reports:

1. List in complete sentences the major events in the plot. (8-10 sentences)

2. Write a paragraph describing the setting (where the story takes place) and it’s importance to the story. (8-10 sentences)

3. List the main characters and tell about each-one paragraph for each main character.

4. Explain the major conflict in the story and how it was resolved. (8-10 sentences)

5. Write a paragraph explaining your reactions to the story.

Due Date: All of your Summer Reading Reports and your reading log should be turned in to your teachers on Friday, September 10, 2011. Your Summer Reading Reports will help you prepare for the in class writing prompts scheduled for early September. Both assignments will be assessed as test grades during the first marking period.
Parent/Guardian Signature: Please have your parent/guardian sign your reading log, which should be turned in with your Summer Reading Journals on September 10th.

Format of Book Report: Typed, 12 point font, Times New Roman, 1 1⁄2 space. Your name, grade, the date you completed the report, the book title (underlined or in italics) and the author’s name should be at the top of the first page.

Sample Book Report Format

Sam Student

8th Grade

July 18, 2011

Book: Who Was Abraham Lincoln

Author: Janet B. Pascal
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